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FAITH COMMUNITY, COLLEGE PREP 
HELP BOOST ACT SCORES

5-YEAR COMPOSITE: BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS
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Good news in education has been a 
scarce commodity coming out of the 
pandemic. Various tests and studies 
have shown that students across 
the country and even in Nebraska 
lost ground when schools were 
initially shut down in 2020 and then 
struggled to remain open during 
Covid outbreaks.

Despite those challenges, students 
in the Archdiocese of Omaha high 
schools only saw a 1-point drop in 
the ACT composite score between 
2019 and 2022. Students’ average 
composite score went from 24.8 
to 23.7. In 2022, the national ACT 
average was 19.8. 

For Black/African American students 
in the archdiocese, ACT composite 
scores dipped slightly more at 
2.2 points but are still about fi ve 
points higher than their Black/
African American peers in Nebraska. 
Composite scores went from 21.6 to 
19.4 between 2019 and 2022.

The ACT measures English, 
mathematics, reading, and science 
profi ciency, skills essential for success 
in postsecondary education. The 
score range for each of the four 
multiple-choice tests is 1–36. The 
composite score is the average of the 
four test scores.

Megan Fiedler, 
facilitator for 
Curriculum & 
Assessments 
at the Catholic 
Schools Offi  ce, 
said it’s diffi  cult 
to highlight one 
factor behind 

steady ACT scores 
within archdiocesan schools. “With 
all of the dedicated work from our 
teachers, administrators and our 
families – there’s a lot behind it.”

Megan explains that all schools in 
Nebraska must follow the same 
academic standards and that there 
are many excellent schools and 
programs throughout Nebraska. She 
points to one signifi cant diff erence 
in Catholic schools – the presence of 
faith communities. 

“For students and their parents 
who have chosen Catholic school, 
our schools are very much geared 

toward college preparation and 
an environment of community 
regardless of their faith. To be part 
of a community that has faith at its 
core allows for some neat things 
to occur that are tied to social-
emotional learning.”

She said she personally sees faith in 
action daily in archdiocesan schools 
where students have opportunities 
to proclaim their faith. Whether 
it’s morning prayer, attending Mass 
together, having a Bible study or 
talking about their relationships with 
Jesus in class, “there’s something that 
happens that connects you to each 
other. It’s diff erent,” said Megan. “The 
relationship you build with each other 
as you build your relationship with 
Jesus, with your peers, your teachers, 
or school administrators – there’s 
something very special that calms you 
down and makes you feel cared for, 
loved and connected to other people.”

That feeling of love and connection 
is evident in the comments of these 
past and present Tessie O. Edwards 
Scholarship recipients:

Catholic education is important to 
me because of the great, positive 
environment. The scholarship has 
helped me advance to the best 
education I can receive. – Jacob Indra, 
Mount Michael 

When I walk through the doors [of 
Roncalli], there is always a warm 

family feeling. The teachers provide 
support, the students make me feel 
welcomed and the faculty prepare 
me for my future. – Jolie Williams, 
Roncalli Catholic

Even if you are having a bad day, 
someone is always there to make 
you happy and see what is going on 
with you. You will never walk out sad 
but instead with a friend. – Akojang 
Mamer, Gross Catholic

I believe that at Skutt, we are able to 
learn about God (who means so much 
to my family and me) and to prepare 
myself for life after high school 
(college). The scholarship has off ered 
me the schooling that will help me 
achieve great heights! – Kirayle Jones, 
Skutt Catholic

Megan said another vital distinction 
is that all the high schools in the 
archdiocese are college prep. Even if 
students choose not to go to college, 
they are academically prepared to 
meet the challenges of their career 
or vocation. “The programs that are 
present are truly meant to be of rigor 
and an appropriate challenge. If you 
want to go to college, you will be 
prepared. We want to help you get to 
the next step,” said Megan.

“It goes back to that environment that 
you’re a part of a community of faith. 
You are cared about – every single 
one of you – and your families.”
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MS. TESSIE O. EDWARDS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

CREIGHTON PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL

Promise Chigbundu, freshman

Promise said he is “always thinking about 
what God has planned for me and what 
He wants me to be. I feel like I need to 
trust God and just be the best person 
I can be.” At Prep, he enjoys time with 
friends, experiencing a “great education, 

and enjoying the brotherhood.” He said his friends would 
describe him as a nice, relaxed person, yet competitive 
and smart and someone who loves to help others become 
better versions of themselves. His future aspirations 
include becoming an anesthesiologist, an NBA player and 
having a family. Originally from Nigeria, Promise would 
like to donate money someday to Prep to help make it an 
even better place. NBA player Giannis Antetokounmpo is 
Promise’s role model because his humble beginnings and 
hard work led him to great success, which he has shared 
with his family and those in need. “He is very kind on and 
off  the court and loves to help others.” 

DUCHESNE ACADEMY OF THE 
SACRED HEART

Maguva Elezai, freshman 

Maguva’s family has taught her to keep 
believing and always to have faith in God. 
Her parents are originally from Africa, but 
she and most of her siblings were born 
in America. Maguva enjoys the students 
at Duchesne and said she is grateful that 

everyone she’s met there has been kind to her. Described 
as quiet and a good listener, she can also be energetic. Her 
faith helps her to remember that she can keep going “and 
that God always has my back even if I don’t feel like it.” 
She is focused on “going to a really good college” to study 
law or business, join the FBI or enlist in the Army. She 
hopes to have a well-paying job so she can help her family. 
“If I become a lawyer, I want to take on cases that help 
those who can’t aff ord a lawyer and start a program that 
helps people and gives free legal advice and gives back to 
the community.”

Dear Friends,

Next year, the Black Student 
Catholic Scholarship Fund of 
Omaha will celebrate 30 years 
of transforming young people’s 
lives. Since its inception in 
1994, the fund has awarded 
scholarships to nearly 400 
students enrolled in all eight 
Catholic high schools in Omaha. 

In 2014, the scholarship was 
renamed in honor of Creighton Prep history teacher 
Tessie Edwards, the fi rst African American teacher in 
the Archdiocese of Omaha. Throughout her 46 years 
of teaching, 23 at Prep, she shared her passion for civic 
engagement, racial equality and her Catholic faith. She 
was a steadfast proponent of Catholic education and its 
potential to transform lives.

As you will read in this report, our students continue 
to outperform their peers throughout Nebraska  
academically. Even since the pandemic, their ACT scores 
remained strong thanks to the challenging college 
preparatory curriculum taught in our schools’ caring and 
faith-fi lled environments.

The generosity of our donors again humbles me. Thanks 
to your donations, 24 students received scholarships in 
2022 from the fund. They are the best examples of why 
your gift to the Black Student Catholic Scholarship Fund 
truly makes a diff erence. I hope you will read more about 
them in our report.

Gratefully, 

Shannan M. Brommer
Director, Offi  ce of Stewardship & Development
Archdiocese of Omaha

Shannan Brommer



Akoul Monydhel, freshman 

Akoul’s parents, originally from South 
Sudan, have instilled in her the importance 
of family and many other values.” At 
Duchesne, she likes talking to some of her 
teachers “like they are my mates — not 
disrespectful, but I like making jokes with 

them and asking funny questions.” She believes that most 
people would describe her as kind, respectful, and always 
willing to help others. Her friends, however, might say she’s 
loud, funny and energetic. “I have morals that I try to follow 
every day.” She has many plans focused on exploring the 
world around her. She would like to be an astronaut, pilot, 
zookeeper or archaeologist. She also enjoys drawing. Her 
older sister, Agoum, has been a mentor to her. “When I 
have a question, she’s usually able to answer it with ease. 
She helped me in math a lot because I’ve always been 
scared to ask for help.”

GROSS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Ajack Kong, sophomore

Ajack has a big family who is from South 
Sudan. The most important values she 
learned from them are trust and honesty 
– with others and yourself. She enjoys 
the environment at Gross, where “I feel 
comfortable with my classmates and 

teachers and feel a strong sense of school pride.” Quiet and 
reserved, she said her faith motivates her to treat others 
respectfully and kindly. She hopes to go to a good college, 
work in medicine and eventually pay her scholarship 
forward by helping other people and her community. “My 
role model is my mom because she works harder than 
anyone I know to provide for my siblings and me the best 
she can. She’s shown me that if I really want something, 
then I need to work my hardest and give my all in order to 
achieve it.”

Malual Kong, junior

Malual said that the “togetherness” 
of the students and teachers at Gross 
Catholic and its “great environment and 
great energy” is what he loves most 
about his school. Described by friends as 
respectful and good to interact with, he 

said his family, friends and coaches have been role models 
“because I feel loved and cared for by them, and I can tell 
they believe that I have a bright future ahead.” Malual’s 
faith motivates him to not only “help myself be better 
but others and makes me thankful for the opportunities 
God has given me.” His future depends on “whatever God 
has planned for me,” but he hopes to pursue a career in 
basketball.  Malual is grateful to all those who helped him 
to continue his education. 

Ajak Mamer, sophomore

Originally from South Sudan, Ajak is the 
middle child of nine kids (four sisters and 
four brothers). She has learned that family 
comes first “and will always be there 
for you.” Described as funny and kind, 
Ajak enjoys her friends at Gross Catholic 

and playing sports. Her faith reminds her “to trust in God 
and what He has planned for me.” She hopes to someday 
help people by succeeding in her career and to pay her 
scholarship forward by “getting a good education and 
trying to be successful in life.” Ajak’s parents are her role 
models and have taught her to always work hard in school 
and never give up on it.

Malual Mamer, senior

Malual’s parents immigrated to the U.S. 
in 2004 from their war-torn home of 
South Sudan. “They did it in search of a 
better life and future for my siblings and 
me. Though they can be strict, I know 
my parents come from a place of love 

and ultimately want the best for me.” Malual likes the 
community and relationships he’s made at Gross Catholic. 
Classmates describe him as enjoyable, peaceful, bright 
and funny. Although he is not a Catholic, he is Christian 
and said, “My belief in God comes first before anything 
else, and it leads me to make decisions.” Malual feels 
uncertain about his future but wants to go to college and 
is interested in “psychology and the way people think, as 
well as economics.” Malual said he is guided by his dad’s 
determination and mindset, his uncles and aunts who 
advise him to do better and his older brother, who has 
already been to college and provides advice to him.

MARIAN HIGH SCHOOL
Pertilyn Aclinou, sophomore 

Pertilyn said her parents have raised her 
the same way they would have if they’d 
stayed in Benin, a country in West Africa. 
“I have been taught to always respect my 
elders, be responsible for my actions, and 
most importantly, to never forget where I 

came from.” Pertilyn enjoys the challenging environment at 
Marian, where she has been pushed to succeed. “I am very 
grateful for that.” Described as a quiet yet polite person, she 
said her faith motivates her to think about every decision. 
“Whether they’re ethical decisions or just deciding if I 
should snooze my alarm one more time in the morning, they 
all require evaluation.” Her religion classes remind her “to 
always think and do as Jesus would.” She hopes to go to 
college but noted she must first “succeed with flying colors” 
in high school. For the last two summers, Pertilyn worked as 
an intern at a law firm owned by her godmother and hopes 
to become a lawyer or business owner like her. Ultimately, 
she wants to make her Marian community proud and 
“persuade every little girl that looks like me to do the same. 
It is life-changing to be in a place where you feel accepted, 
so letting girls envision themselves going here would be the 
first step to helping them succeed.”



Continued

Regina Anyaegbunam, senior

Regina has many role models in her life, 
including her mom, who always listens 
and is her biggest supporter, and her two 
middle school teachers, who showed her 
how to stay positive and the importance 
of “quality over quantity.” At Marian, 

Regina has been surprised by the unexpected relationships 
she has built. “Coming from a public school to a school 
where many already had their cliques of friends established 
was terrifying for me as a freshman. Fast forward to senior 
year, and I have friends I enjoy seeing at school and outside 
of it.” She has also forged good relationships with her 
teachers. Regina has served as a class officer for four years 
and she values the leadership skills that she has developed. 
“I do my best to promote harmony and unity within 
our class and through everyday interactions with other 
students.” As she finishes high school, she reflects that 
although high school has not been easy, her faith, along 
with the support of her Marian community, has made a 
difference in her life. “I grew up hearing that God has a plan 
for me, and I always believe it.” After graduation Regina 
hopes to travel the world and learn new languages. Her 
goal is to study pediatric medicine. “I really love the STEM 
field, and I want to make an impact on the world using my 
future skills in medicine.”

Hathia Joseph, senior

Hathia has two siblings, and her mom has 
taught her the importance of forgiveness 
and moving on. She also has learned from 
her mentor, Mary, who does not judge 
others. “She tells me it’s okay to fail but 
never give up … she’s a really nice and 

good person.” At Marian, Hathia enjoys the environment. 
“Everybody accepts you for who you are, and no one 
judges you.” Her classmates would describe her as a funny 
person who loves to make other people laugh. She said her 
faith tells her that “God is always there and loves me even 
if I’m not present sometimes.” She plans to go to college 
after graduation.

Tong Yual, junior

Tong said her family of five is supportive 
of her and helps her prepare for 
adulthood by modeling self-control and 
independence. She said she especially 
enjoys fine and performing arts classes, 
math, and science. She is a member of 

the Art club, eSports, and the Speech team. Tong said her 
faith motivates her “because it reminds me that someone 
is constantly present with me through all the good and bad 
things I face, which is really calming to know.” She plans to 
attend college and pursue a career in medicine. To achieve 
that goal, she is focused on maintaining a strong GPA. 
Many people have come together to “help me succeed with 
almost everything, like providing me wifi, donors helping 
my parents with my high school tuition, my teachers who 
are encouraging and patient and willing to help me with 
my studies, and my counselors who helped me plan out my 
high school years. Thanks.”

MERCY HIGH SCHOOL
TaelorRae Busch, sophomore

Originally from Mississippi, TaelorRae’s 
family enjoys spending time together and 
can talk to each other about anything 
without being judged. She enjoys her 
friends, who describe her as funny, nice, 
hardworking, responsible and competitive. 

She appreciates that they allow her “to be open about 
different things. I also like learning new things and about 
other people’s opinions.” She said her faith motivates her 
during the ups and downs of life, “because I know I can talk 
to God when I am having a hard time.” TaelorRae plans to 
get good grades and secure additional scholarships so she 
can have a career in the medical field or the FBI.

Pelle Nyenga, freshman

Pelle’s parents – originally from South 
Sudan – have taught her never to give up 
and keep pushing even when things are 
tough. And a former principal was a role 
model, “always pushing me to be a better 
person.” The welcoming community 

at Mercy is what she loves most about high school. Her 
friends would describe her as funny, kind and hard-working 
and her faith motivates her to be a better person. Although 
she’s unsure of her plans after high school, she might be 
interested in becoming a dermatologist. She hopes to pay 
her scholarship forward “by being kind to one another.”

Amaya Sims, senior

“The most important thing I have 
learned from my family is to never give 
up no matter how difficult things get,” 
said Amaya. She “absolutely loves” the 
community and environment that Mercy 
provides. Her classmates would describe 

her as a confident and friendly leader. “My faith motivates 
me to continue to work hard so that I can find my own 
vocation.” She hopes to attend college in Washington, 
DC to study international relations so she can work as a 
diplomat or for the FBI. Amaya says this about her greatest 
role models: “My mom has always chased her dreams, 
my coach is very successful and insightful on life, and the 
woman I babysit for is an entrepreneur that has made a 
name for herself in Omaha.”

Margaret Zawadi, freshman

Margaret’s life philosophy is simple: “It 
doesn’t matter whether you have a lot 
of money. In the end, you are going to 
die and leave all the things you have on 
earth.”  She is described as quiet and 
enjoys her music classes at Mercy the 

most. Her faith motivates her to “stay true to who I am 
and to help others.” She hopes to have an opportunity 
to go to college and become a nurse. She would like to 
pay her scholarship forward by tutoring other kids who 
need help, buying books to give to homeless children and 
teaching them how to read and write. Her parents are her 



role models because they do their best to give her and her 
family the best things in life, “like sending my siblings and 
me to Catholic school.”  

MOUNT MICHAEL BENEDICTINE 
SCHOOL

Kume Duop, junior

Kume is the youngest in a family of seven. 
His mom, a single parent, is originally 
from South Sudan before immigrating 
to Omaha. Kume and his family then 
spent eight years in Anchorage, Alaska 
but returned to Omaha in 2018. “What 

I enjoy most about school is the learning environment 
in academics and life skills, along with the opportunity 
given to students to become successful.” Classmates 
might describe Kume as a leader, trusting, hardworking 
and always willing to help. “My faith motivates me to 
be the best I can be and try to live my faith through my 
everyday actions, which reflects in my decisions and 
me as a person.” Kume plans to “become successful in 
whatever I choose my career to be and be in a position 
to help others.” He wants scholarship donors to feel as 
though they made the right decision “by working as hard 
as possible and gaining the most from my experience.” 
Two role models who have helped Kume are “Mr. Swanny” 
(Jim Swanson) who helped him to get to Mount Michael 
and Jacob Idra, “who helped me understand that with 
everything that I do, never be average.”

RONCALLI CATHOLIC HIGH 
SCHOOL

CJ Bidit, sophomore 

CJ and his family are originally from 
South Sudan. His parents have taught 
him to treat everyone with respect, 
kindness and love. CJ enjoys the diversity 
at Roncalli and how students treat each 
other with respect and like a family. CJ’s 

friends might describe him as funny, kind and always 
looking to help others. “My faith motivates me because I 
know I can do all things through Christ.” CJ wants to excel 
in his classes, go to college and become involved in his 
community. “My mom and my dad are my biggest role 
models because they have taught me that you must always 
work hard and that helps me always to do my homework 
even when I don’t want to.”

Alana Hodges, sophomore

Alana said her parents and brother have 
taught her to trust one another and that 
her faith motivates her to always trust in 
God. She enjoys the many close friends 
she has at Roncalli, and they would say 
she is loud, caring and talkative. Her mom 

and dad inspire her to try harder and give her best effort at 
school every day. She ultimately would like to graduate and 
major in business in college.

Joshua Lugang, sophomore

Joshua’s family reminds him to always 
“stay true to yourself and work hard.” 
He was born and raised in Omaha, but 
his family is originally from South Sudan. 
He enjoys the welcoming and diverse 
Roncalli community and is described as 

kind, productive, passionate and funny. His faith motivates 
him “to be the best person he can be, to explore and to 
teach others.” Following graduation, Joshua hopes to go to 
college for free, graduate and become a lawyer. 

Aaliyah Vaughn, junior

“I love my family a lot. Nobody in the 
world can replace them,” said Aaliyah. 
Her family has taught her to “go for what 
I want and never let anyone or anything 
hold me back.” Her sister and aunt are 
role models because they are “always 

there” for her and offer good advice to help her make 
better decisions. At Roncalli, Aaliyah enjoys the friendships 
she’s developed since her freshman year. Described as 
very quiet and nice, Aaliyah would eventually like to raise 
money for student scholarships at Roncalli. She hopes to 
be successful and start her own business. “Having faith is 
my reassurance that when no one understands me, God is 
always there for me.” 

SKUTT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Chelsea Okosi, senior

Chelsea enjoys the close-knit community 
at Skutt Catholic. The school “does a 
great job of keeping everyone involved 
and making sure each student gets the 
best out of their years at Skutt.” Her 
teachers have created a great learning 

environment where she isn’t afraid to ask questions if she’s 
unsure about something and she enjoys participating in 
class discussions. “My faith is my foundation. I know that 
when struggles come, God is right there, and I can cast 
all my worries and doubts on Him. I know that in my life, 
God is not done yet and that He pushes me to continue 
and persevere because there are more blessings to come.” 
Chelsea hopes to attend nursing school, explore the world 
as a traveling nurse, and succeed in her career so she can 
demonstrate the value of her scholarship. Her brother has 
been a mentor encouraging her to be the best student she 
can. “He has always been willing to invest time and effort 
into my success. He’s also shown me his passion to succeed 
through anything.”



SUMMARY 
Fund Balance as of 
December 31, 2022:

$231,095
Joy of Giving 2022 Contributions:

$685
BSCSF 2022 Annual Fund 
Contributions:

$13,735 
BSCSF 2022 Distribution:

$13,059 
Stanley R. Osborn Trust 2022 
Distribution:

$14,759

Creighton Prep
• Promise Chigbundu

Duchesne
• Maguva Elezai
• Akoul Monydhel
• Camille Perry
• Marcy Soma
• Hushai Yarbro

Gross Catholic
•  Ajak Kong
•  Malual Kong
•  Ajak Mamer
•  Malual Mamer

Marian
•  Pertilyn Aclinou 
•  Regina Anyaegbunam
•  Hathia Joseph
•  Tong Yual

Mercy 
•  TaelorRae Busch
•  Pelle Nyenga
•  Amaya Sims
•  Margaret Zawadi

Mount Michael
•  Kume Duop  

Roncalli Catholic
• CJ Bidit
• Alana Hodges
• Joshua Lugang
• Aaliyah Vaughn

Skutt Catholic 
• Chelsea Okosi

2022-2023 TESSIE O. EDWARDS
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

BLACK STUDENT CATHOLIC SCHOLARSHIP FUND

FACT  SHEET  2022

Rhoda 
Crawford
Omaha Public 
Schools
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Hardin
Sacred Heart 
Parish and 
CUES School 
System

Gary Johnson
Science 
Applications 
International 
Corporation

Dana E. 
Washington
Boys Town
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In 2022, the Ms. Tessie O. Edwards 
Memorial Scholarship distributed 
$27,818 to 24 students from the eight 
metro Catholic high schools. Since 1994, 
399 students have benefi ted from this 
scholarship.  

The Black Student Catholic Scholarships 
are funded through the Black Student 

Catholic Scholarship endowment trust, 
held in the Catholic Futures Foundation 
of Northeast Nebraska, contributions 
from the Joy of Giving, and a distribution 
from the Stanley R. Osborn Trust. The 
endowment with the CFF is sustained 
through annual contributions from donors 
throughout the Archdiocese.

Note: The Joy of Giving, the archdiocesan-
sponsored day of giving, will be held on 
April 23, 2023. 

To donate, please scan the 
code or visit:
catholicfutures.org/funds/
black-student-catholic-
educational-endowment-trust

ACT TREND DATA (NEBRASKA)
According to ACT Trend Data, Black students in Nebraska Catholic high schools on 
average have higher ACT scores than Black students in Nebraska public schools.

ACT Composite 
Scores

19.4



BLACK STUDENT CATHOLIC SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Catholic Futures Foundation of Northeast Nebraska

2222 N. 111th Street  •  Omaha, NE 68164

Phone 402-557-5650

The Foundation supports religious and 
educational missions of the Archdiocese of 
Omaha, its parishes, and schools. Donors may 
make specific or general gifts directly to the 
Foundation to support Catholic programs 
operating under the auspices of the Archdiocese 
of Omaha. Donors have the option to make 
gifts of cash, securities, property, life insurance, 
annuities and other approved gifts. Gifts to 

the Foundation are tax deductible, as the 
Foundation qualifies as an organization under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

In addition, the Foundation manages 
endowments and other restricted funds for 
Omaha archdiocesan parishes and schools and 
ensures that those funds are invested in ways 
that are consistent with Catholic values.

The Black Student Catholic Scholarship Fund of 
Omaha stands on the shoulders of champions for 
equality like Tessie Edwards. Tessie devoted her life 
to awakening greatness in our youth. A teacher for 
46 years, and the first African American teacher 
in the Archdiocese of Omaha, Tessie taught for 23 
years at Creighton Prep where she was the head 
of the History department. She was passionate 

about democracy and civic engagement, racial 
equality, multiculturalism and her Catholic faith. 
She believed in Catholic education’s ability to 
transform lives, transform society and make our 
nation truly just. It is because of her example that 
in 2014 the Black Student Catholic Scholarship 
Fund board chose to rename the scholarship the 
Ms. Tessie O. Edwards Memorial Scholarship.
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